The studies show that the growth of member countries' trade transactions with the countries outside of the group has been higher than the growth with the member countries. Therefore, the main aim of this research is to investigate the reason of such thing in addition to the ways to boost trade and services transactions between the member countries. Service section accounts for the most part (over 40%) of GDP in all of the eight group countries, and then the industry sector accounts for about 31% and agriculture sector for about 25% of GDP in these countries.
INTRODUCTION
After World War II ended, the eastern and western bloc powers sought to prepare and draw up development models to offer to their colonial countries in order to preserve and manage them. They also established some international political and financial organizations such as the UN, World Bank, International Monetary Fund, and other organizations affiliated to them like World Trade Organization (GATT), FAO, and World Tourism Organization etc with the aim of economic development and combating the poverty. Establishing the World Trade Organization was one of the main events in 20th century. Some experts believe that globalization has been expedited after the World War II in the form of development management through these international organizations. Adopting the general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) with the aim of promoting international trade through elimination or reduction of importing tariff or non-tariff barriers is one of the most outstanding measures taken in line with globalizing economics.
Regional convergence has been one of the challenges of World Trade Organization in the recent years. Because the regional trade and economic cooperation have been more flourished in line with trade liberalization through international organizations that among them European union (UN), organization for economic cooperation and development (OECD), and North American free trade agreement (NAFTA) are some most important ones. Of course, by establishing the Islamic conference organization (OIC) for promoting trade among the group courtiers, the Islamic countries have set up the Persian gulf cooperation council (GCC), economic cooperation organization (ECO), and D8 group. These organizations are mainly established to tackle the globalization problems, strengthen in-group trade and other social and economic relations (Bozorgi, 2007; 35-44) . Some eight Islamic countries (Bangladesh, Egypt, Malaysia, Indonesia, Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey) named as developing eight (D8) countries signed trade agreement in 1997 with the aim of promoting and developing economic, trade and political status of their group countries compared to the global economy. According to the World Bank's report in 2008, the D8 countries enjoy many potentialities to develop the joint cooperation, because they account for over 14% of the population and more than 3.8% of GDP in the world. Some experts believe that the D8 group has been set up as the result of global economy changes toward the globalization and some others consider it among the trans-regional measures with the aim of developing the group countries' markets and boosting their competition power and extent and against the World Trade Organization (Iran's Ministry of Economic Affairs and Finance, 2005: 27-33) .
Economic and trade relations (such as tourism, banking, insurance, and transportation relations) are now entitled to the international regulations based on the general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) and the general agreement on trade in services (GATS) and the highest pressure is imposed on the countries by theses agreements and also by other international political and economic units such as the World Bank and International Monetary Fund to eliminate or reduce tariff and non-tariff barriers in such a way that nearly 50% of the global trade is now exempted from any kind of tariff.
Many experts believe that the globalization process has had a high speed and many results in the recent years and it could been observed for example in terms of increasing the number of World Trade Organization's member countries (over 150 countries), 6-fold increase in the global GDP, 12-fold increase in the global trade and 23-fold increase in the exports of industrial products.
Today, the tendency for regionalism, establishing regional economic groups, and national economies' gradual-partial strategy are for getting ready to enter global trade fields in the level of international economy. Experiencing elimination or reduction of the tariff and trade barriers in the regional countries or the member countries of related trade groups lays the ground for obtaining more experience and having more access to the larger and vaster markets. In this due, regional and trans-regional economic agreements such as North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), Association Almasi 6167
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), Persian Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), and D8 Group are aimed at the economic and trade development among the group countries and experiencing and getting ready to enter commercial competition in the global levels and sometimes through bilateral or multilateral measures for evaluating possibility, competitive conditions and potentialities of exporting their products and services.
Studies show that free trade agreements are the most common regional trade agreements and account for about 72% of the total trade agreements in the world. Number of liberalizing agreements is very limited, but agreements for establishing customs union account for 19% and agreements for regional trade account for 9% of it (Kamali, 2001; 12-19) . There are totally 223 regional trade agreements in the world. According to the investigations, such agreements are sometimes bilateral and sometimes multilateral. But the simplest form of these agreements, which is signed between two sides, account for about 60% of the agreements in the world. And the most complicated form, which is the multilateral, account for 25% of the agreements. D8 Group's agreement, which is a convergence agreement, is defined as a trans-regional economic cooperation agreement. Investigating the economic cooperation agreements shows that this kind of agreement and cooperation has been completely successful between developed (north-north) countries, partially successful between developed and developing (northsouth) countries and it has not been successful between developing (south-south) countries in most cases. Although, all D8 member countries are developing countries but the levels of their development is different, in such a way that there is sometimes a big and noticeable difference between their annual incomes (Institute for Trade Studies and Research, 2005; 1-24) .
Objectives of research
As establishment of D8 (group of eight developing countries) has been aimed at helping development of trade cooperation between the member countries, comparative studies specially in terms of trade transactions between the members in the past decade shows that the growth of member countries' trade transactions with the countries outside of the group has been higher than the growth with the member countries. Therefore, the main aim of this research is to investigate the reason of such thing in addition to the ways to boost trade and services transactions between the member countries.
Some objectives of this research
1. Studying and recognizing status of D8 member countries' economic and trade macro indices.
2. Investigating and recognizing ways of trade liberalization and reduction or elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers among D8 member countries. 3. Offering strategic solutions for strengthening convergence in D8 member countries and Islamic countries through using economic resources and trade products.
Questions of research
As the issue of globalization is a challenge for developing and undeveloped countries, the followings are the main questions that the researcher is seeking to answer them in this research:
1. Do D8 member countries have the necessary capability and condition to enter the globalization process through the World Trade Organization? 2. Do D8 member countries have the partial condition and possible advantage in terms of economic-trade transactions inside and outside the group? 3. Although, at least 10 years have passed since establishing D8 Group, have the member countries reached the policy, strategy, objectives and measures necessary for developing economic-trade transactions inside the group? 4. Do D8 member countries take enough advantage of each other's economic-trade potentialities in a bilateral or multilateral way? 5. Which of the economic-trade indices has the highest potentiality for strengthening and developing bilateral or multilateral trade between Iran and other members?
In addition to tens of other questions and it is hoped that this research could be effective in developing trade cooperation among D8 Group countries and with the countries outside the group.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Scientific objectives will not be achieved rather than through conducting research with the proper methodology. In other words, the research is reliable through method not the subject (Khaki, 2005; 7-13) .
This research applies the library method coupled with descriptive-analytic methods in terms of economic data and macro indices related to the status of D8 Group's member countries to investigate the economic-trade status. Recognizing the economictrade potentially inside and outside the group is among the main objectives of this research, so this is a descriptive research. It should be mentioned that descriptive researches include methods for describing the condition or the phenomena which are under the investigation.
The library method has been adopted for collecting the data and information from the national and international organizations and units. Most of the information has been gathered from reliable and updated documents of recent years especially during 2004 to 2009.
On the other side, the statistical data about the economic and trade information and macro indices of D8 Group's member countries has been mainly gathered from the statistical resources of international organizations and units such as World bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), UNCTAD, Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC), and national organizations of member countries like Central Bank, Institute for Trade Studies and Research and other related organizations, and has been described and analyzed. Considering type and quality of statistical data, in addition to preparing different tables for gathering and abstracting this data, comparative methods have been applied in terms of D8 Group's member countries.
Introducing D8 Group's objectives, policy and history D8 Group includes 8 developing countries: Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey. This group started its activity on June 15, 1997 after the meeting of these countries' representatives in Istanbul. This group's objectives were mainly economic and it tries to promote trade and economic status of member countries in the international level and form new various opportunities in their trade relations in such a way that more contribution is made in terms of making decisions in the international level and the living standards are promoted. D8 Group is an entity which has no negative effect on the bilateral and multilateral commitments of member countries. The above mentioned objectives are pursued relying on the peace, negotiation, cooperation, justice, equality and democracy. D8 Group's scheme is international or trans-regional and it could not be considered as a regional group. Cooperation and unison in this group includes all fields such as political coordination and consultations in the international fields. In the first summit meeting of this group the following working groups were set up and each member took responsibility of one of them. Bangladesh is the largest jute exporter in the world and produces 80% of this product in the globe. Tea and rice are also some important export-bound agricultural products of this country.
Egypt is a country with oil and gas reserves and while the amount of oil reserves is low in this country according to the global standards, it enjoys noticeable amount of gas reserves.
Indonesia is a country rich in terms of agricultural products as well as oil and gas resources and it is the main country of producing date oil, coffee, cocoa, natural rubber, and wool products in the world.
Iran has one of the oldest oil industries in the region and it accounts for some 9% of the world's known resources. It enjoys rich natural gas deposits and is the second gas producer country in the world.
Malaysia as the tin and rubber exporter plays a very important role in the global market and is the most leading country in the filed of timber production in the world.
Nigeria is a country with high-quality oil reserves and low amounts of sulfur. It has high natural gas deposits and different mineral resources. Its main agricultural product is cocoa that is the main export-bound product of this country after the oil. Pakistan has very low oil reserves, but very noticeable non-oil resources and it has a high rank in terms of producing agricultural products such as rice and cotton. Turkey produces high amount of agricultural products. It is in fact one of the few countries in the world which is independent in terms of foodstuff. It enjoys many hydroelectric power plants and has noticeable underground resources. Table 1 Bangladesh  135  156  181  181  209  269  6  Egypt  92  142  148  148  194  349  5  Indonesia  -------Iran  233  269  329  329  372  442  1  Malaysia  128  140  160  160  179  201  7  Nigeria  184  243  295  295  368  423  2  Pakistan  165  233  275  275  300  390  3  Turkey  179  214  256  256  312  370  4 Source: World Bank (2010). Table 5 (2000) the more import growth of that country is. Iran, Nigeria and Pakistan have had the most growth in imports of products and services among other D8 member groups over the recent years. Table 6 shows the export value index of D8 member countries during 2004 to 2008. The column of ranking the members in 2008 indicates that Egypt is ranked the first with 561% growth in the export value compared to the base year (2000), Turkey the second with 475% growth and Iran the third with 383% growth. With 213% growth Malaysia is ranked the seventh which is the lowest. It should be noted that there is no data about Indonesia in this table. Table 7 shows percentage of services trade (exports and imports) in the gross domestic product of D8 Iran's GDP growth of 2.3% has been less that this figure and it is while Egypt's GDP growth has been 7.2% which was the highest growth in that year. The average GDP growth was 5.2% in Asia in 2008 and Indonesia and Nigeria have had the higher growth which was 6%. The anticipated GDP growth is 6.9% for Asia and 4.5% for the Middle East and North Africa in 2010. Except for Nigeria that 7% DGP growth is anticipated for it, growth lower than the average GDP growth is anticipated for the other D8 member countries which are located in Asia.
RESULTS

Analyzing status of D8 member countries' macroeconomic indices
Some 5% GDP growth is anticipated for Egypt which is higher than the average figure for the North Africa and Middle East. Just Nigeria in Asia and Egypt in the Middle East and North Africa are anticipated to have GDP growth higher than the regional average growth in 2011. Table 12 shows the amount of Iran's exports to D8 member countries during 2005 to 2009. The column of total exports during 5 past years and the column of ranking the members indicate that Iran's highest worth of exports has been to Turkey which was 2213 million dollars and the lowest worth of exports has been to Nigeria which was 64 million dollars. The total of Iran's worth of exports to D8 member countries has been about 5643 million dollars over the past 5 years and the total of Iran's worth of exports to other countries has been 77817 million dollars during that time. The ratio of Iran's worth of exports to D8 counties compared to the other countries is 13.8% and it could be said that D8 countries account for just 7.3% of Iran's worth of exports during 5 past years. Table 14 shows the economic outlook of D8 member countries during 2010 to 2012 and the status of their real GDP during 1992 to 2009. The columns for anticipations related to 2009 to 2010 indicates that the most promising anticipations in terms of DGP growth over the next 3 years is first for Indonesia, second for Bangladesh and third for Malaysia. The weakest anticipated status is for Iran with 3.1% average growth over the next 3 years. Table 15 shows the amount of foreign direct investment (FDI) in D8 member countries and compares it with the whole world, transitional, developing and Table 16 , which shows the status of D8 member countries' macroeconomic indices in 2009, Indonesia is ranked the first, Iran the second and Turkey the third in terms of GDP per capita. Pakistan, Egypt, Malaysia, Nigeria and Bangladesh have the next ranks, respectively. In terms of income per capita in GDP, Malaysia is ranked the first, Iran the second and Turkey the third. Egypt, Indonesia, Pakistan, Nigeria and Bangladesh have the next ranks, respectively. The figures in line 9 of the table indicate that the income per capita of all D8 members except for Malaysia, Iran and Turkey is lower than the average figure of the group.
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
Based on
The total population of D8 member countries has been 972972168 in 2009 which accounts for some 14% of the world population. This group's gross domestic product accounts for 3.8% of the world' GDP. In addition to 
